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The 2018 Advocates Society SUMMER RECEPTION was held on August 28, 2018 at the Virgin Hotel Roof Top located in the 
Loop and honored this year’s Award Recipients Hon. Dianne Marsalek and Hon. Mark Lopez. Some of our honored guests 
included (pictured above from left to right) Justice Thomas Kilbride, President Kristen Kozlowski Lyons, Hon. Diann Marsalek, 
Hon Mark Lopez and Chief Judge Hon. Timothy Evans. 
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Celebrating the life, legal career & contributions to the Polish Community of   

Hon. Diann K. Marsalek, Supervising Judge Traffic Division  

& Hon. Mark J. Lopez, Domestic Relations Division 
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Over the last few years, the President of the Advocates Society has 
hosted a “Summer Reception” that honors those who are the pillars 
of the legal community in the greater Chicago-land area. This year 
the Advocates Society and President Kristen Kozlowski Lyons were 
honored to continue this tradition and have over 150 celebrate on the 
roof of the Virgin Hotel on Tuesday, August 28th. Both Judge 
Marsalek and Judge Lopez have been active participants with the 
Advocates Society and the organizations is so proud to honor them 
both. Both award winners have been mentors to many law students, 
highly esteemed member of the legal community and inspiring 
Judges. It was a personal and professional honor for President 
Kristen Kozlowski Lyons to award both!   
 

� � �
Pictured (ABOVE LEFT) Advocate Society members Julianna Walo, Treasurer Catherine Brukalo, Hon. Mark Lopez, 
Marta Almodovar & Agnes Renz (ABOVE RIGHT)  Hon. Andrea M. Schleifer, Vice President Allison Pawlicki, 
President of the Advocates Society Kristen Kozlowski Lyons and Dawn Gonzalez 
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ADVOCATES SOCIETY CONSTITUTION 
AND BYLAWS  UNDER REVIEW 
By, Judge Michael Chmiel 
 

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee is undertaking a comprehensive 
review of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Advocates Society. In our 
technology driven society, the Advocates Society want to ensure that the 
bylaws and constitution reflect those advancements and are relevant in our 
modern setting. The current Constitution and Bylaws are available for review 
through the website at advocatessociety.com.   
 
Items that are being considered for revision include but are not limited to:  
 
Technical edits and revisions 
 
The use of e-mail and other electronic sources in voting and other procedures 
 
Addition of the category of “associate membership” or those who are not 
lawyers or law students 
 
If any Member of the Advocates Society has a sugges tion or comment 
about the Constitution and Bylaws, the same should be sent to 
chmielmike@aol.com  immediately for consideration and placement into 
the proposed changes.   
 
The Committee will complete its work and report at the next Board Meeting 
on 11/13/2018 and our hope is to present to the general membership at the 
January meeting the changes and the new Bylaws to be in effect for 2019 - 
Please read the bylaws and constitution and make suggestions!  
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Advocates Society Summer BBQ – July 22, 2018 
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Thursday, October 25, 2018 – Marta Almodovar  organized a fantastic 

program for the Polish American Heritage Month Tour at the Richard J. Daley 
Courthouse for Cook County on behalf of Chief Judge Timothy Evans. Included 
among the distinguished speakers were Supervising Judge Traffic Division Diann 
K. Marsalek, Presiding Municipal Judge Bridgeview Raymond Jagielski 
(pictured above speaking with the students) and Associate Judge from Skokie 
Courthouse, Thaddeus “Ted” Machnik, Polish American Association (PAA) 
Chairman Gregory Kojak , Advocates Society President Attorney Kristen 
Kozlowski Lyons and Amicus Polonia Mark Dobrzycki . Other guests included 
but were not limited to Advocates Society members Conrad Nowak, Regina 
Rathnau, L. Steve Rakowski, Anne Melichar and other members from the Polish 
community. (Photo above by Richard Owsiany from the Polish Museum) 
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The Advocates Society is always looking for 
old pictures, documents or other interesting 
things all Polish and especially from the 
Advocates Society.  
 
For our special HOLIDAY ISSUE we want 
your old Santa pictures!! We would like to 
publish a current picture of members and 
the old/retro Santa holiday pictures. There 
will be a contest who can correctly match up 
the current member with the old Santa 
holiday picture. The more the pictures the 

better! A prize will be awarded to the first person who matches all 
the pictures correctly in our special Holiday newsletter in 
December! If you submit a picture you can still participate in the 
contest – must have at least five members participate to have the 
contest but we hope for many more!  
 
Dig through those old boxes and join the fun! Please send pictures 
to advocatessociety@gmail.com with the subject line “SANTA PIC”  
All pictures need to be received by December 14th to be included 
in the contest! 
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The Advocates Society September 24, 2018 general meeting had a very special guest 

from Poland, current sitting APPELLATE JUSTICE BOGDAN JEDRYS.  Justice 

Jedrys   discussed the current situation in the Polish judicial system. The Justice was 

in Chicago for a few days and met with many different lawyers during his time here. 

The tour of Chicago was the Justice’s first time in Chicago and organized by 

MARTA ALMODOVAR . The meeting with the Advocates Society was hosted by 



Hinshaw & Culbertson (151 N. Franklin St., Suite 2500, Chicago) and made possible 

by the efforts of Advocates Society member CONRAD NOVAK , and Vice-

President of the Appellate Lawyers Association, GRETCHEN HARRIS SPERRY.  

Justice Jedrys is a member of the independent 

Association of Polish Judges and has spoken on the 

topic of the Polish Judiciary. The session was very 

informative and the Justice was also the honored 

guest the night prior at Ridgemoor Country Club 

where he was able to meet and discuss with the Hon. 

TIMOTHY EVANS . It was found out the Justice favorite movie was none other than 

“Blues Brothers” and as gift of appreciation and thanks for his visit with the 

Advocates Society, President KRISTEN KOZLOWSKI LYONS  presented the 

Justice with some Blue Brothers memorabilia and souvenirs to take back to Poland. 

�
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Long time Advocates Society member and supporter, Justice Aurelia Pucinski  family 
has another honor to add to the list of long accomplishments. On October 25, 2018 the 
ROMAN PUCINSKI TOWER was dedicated and in recognition of his leadership in 
requiring “Black boxes” on all commercial aircraft. The dedication was held at O’Hare 
Airport and attended by many in the Polish Community.  

 

 

 Justice Aurelia Pucinski (center in red coat) claps at the unveiling of the tower plaque  



�

15030 S. Ravinia Ave., Suite 39 

Orland Park, IL 60462 

Phone: (708) 349-1001 
 

kevin.c.koney@ampf.com   koneywealthadvisors.com  

• Retirement and estate planning strategies 
• Retirement income and distribution strategies 

• Insurance and investment strategies 
•  

At Koney Wealth Advisors our goal is to help you simplify the 
demands of managing and protecting your wealth, so you can spend 
more time with your family, friends and on personal goals.  Our team 
will collaborate with you to develop an actionable financial plan 
based on your individual needs so you can feel more confident about 
your retirement. 
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The PNA Polish Information Center and Amicus Poloniae Legal Clinic  is now located at the PNA HQ 
Building, 6100 N. Cicero Avenue, Chicago, IL 60646. The direct telephone number is (773)286-2325 
with new daily office hours are Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 2:30pm. Volunteers are always 
needed, please consider coming to volunteer on one of the dates below – you do NOT need to speak 
Polish to volunteer and you do NOT need to be an Advocates Society member, all attorneys are 
welcome – please consider giving of your time for this great service to the community! 

The clinic for the remainder of 2018 is as follows on Saturday: 

NOVEMBER 10, 2018   DECEMBER 8, 2018 

9:00am start and please come and volunteer your tim e! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WANTED – NEEDED – WANTED - NEEDED 
Polish speaking attorney to draft construction equipment sales agreement – contact 
the Cosgrove Law Firm LLC, 53 W. Jackson, Suite 862, Chicago, IL 60604 at (312) 
757-5051 and ask for Audrey if this applies to you or your firm. 

 

If you want to advertise in the newsletter or have any 
questions, suggestions, corrections and comments pl ease 

contact attorneykristen@gmail.com 

 

Next Advocates Society Newsletter  

 
Holiday Special - Decem ber 2018 

 



Judge Diann Marsalek Featured on Polskie Radio 

 
Retention Judge Diann Marsalek joined journalist Ma rgaret Ptaszynska on Polskie Radio to 

discuss the importance of retaining an independent,  qualified judiciary 

 

JUDICIAL 2018 ELECTION RECOMMENDATIONS  
  
The Steering Committee has met and evaluated all received written requests for endorsements for 
the November 2018 election and has approved the following report:  
 
Retention Judges – All members of the Advocates in good standing 
Cook County  Hon Diann Marsalak  
McHenry County  Hon Michael Chmiel  
 

COOK COUNTY 

Chupack, Joel L.          12th Subcircuit  (Maki vacancy) 

Betar III, Samuel   13th Subcircuit  (O’Donnell vacancy) 

WILL COUNTY 

Cornelius, Vincent   Will County   (Policandriotes vacancy) 

DuPAGE COUNTY 

Davenport, Linda   DuPage County  (Creswell vacancy) 
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JULIANNA WALO  

Born in Warsaw, Poland in the 80s as the solidarnosc 
movement was growing esteem, in the hopes of fulfilling 
professional dreams and escaping the communists, her parents 
fled with Julianna to Madrid, Spain for several years until the 
US permitted the family entry. 
Once in the United States, Julianna grew up in Evanston but 
still returned to Poland every summer to go to the family home 
in Warsaw.  

 Julianna received her 
undergraduate degree from 
DePaul University and then 
attended the John Marshall 
Law School for her J.D. After 
graduation from John Marshall, 
Julianna had the extraordinary 
opportunity to work as a 
Judicial Law Clerk for the 
honorable Judge Moira S. 
Johnson. She was sworn in as 

an attorney in November 2017. In the Fall of 2018, Julianna accepted 
an associate positions at the Smith Amundsen Law Firm product 
liability and construction defense. Julianna hopes this new opportunity 
will allow her to network with Chicago's Polish construction business 
owners.  
 
When not working, Julianna is a single mom to a teenage daughter and freshman at Loyola Academy 
that aspires to be a cardiac surgeon. This year Julianna trained for and completed the 2018 Chicago 

Marathon as a member of Advocate 
Health Care's running team. In 
preparation for the race, she raised 
over $1,500 to benefit Advocate 
Health Care Mental Health Services 

 
Travel is a favorite activity for 
Julianna and has visited over 40 
countries thus far. Her favorite 
country to visit is Japan and city to 
visit is Paris, “The city is 
captivating.” Lastly, Julianna is a 
self-proclaimed cat lady and proud 
of it!�
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The Palmer House was 
guest to these pretty ladies 
for the Decalogue Society 
Installation Dinner on June 
27th – In attendance were 
(left to right) Hon. Lisa 
Marino with Advocates 
Anna Krolikowska, 
Kristen Kozlowski Lyons 
and Diane Pezanoski 
 

 

 

Member Hon. 
James Pieczonka  

and his wife Lucy 
traveled in 

October to the city 
of Barcelona, 

Spain and are 
pictured here over 

the city in Guell 
Park  - a beautiful 

picture!  
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Saturday, October 13, 2018, DeKalb, IL 
- An excellent football game where the 
Northern Illinois University Huskies 
defeat Ohio University 24-21 and to 
watch were Advocates Society member 
William “Bill” Marutzky  and Mark 
Dobrzycki  of Amicus Polonia 

 

Some of the 
Advocates who 
attended the ISBA 
meeting from left to 
right: Joan Smuda, 
Pam Menaker, Anna 
Krolikowska, Jan 
Stralka (recipient of a 
Presidential 
Commendation) 
Catherine Brukalo, 
Dawn Bode and Bob 
Oleszkiewicz. 
Missing from the 
photo is Maureen 
Pikarski 
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We have so many great pictures from this evening they 
will be shared in this newsletter AND the special 

Holiday issue in December!  

 
Over 200 guests came to the 
Polish Museum of America for 
the Advocates Society Annual 
Judges Night! The evening 
was a huge success and 
organized by 1st Vice President 
LUCAS FIGIEL  and what a 
great evening it was – thank 
you all who attended!  
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If you do not know if you paid your 2018 Dues 
please contact our  

Treasurer Catherine Brukalo  

cbrukalo@gmail.com �
�

 



In Memory Of….  
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Joint Statement of Bar Associations �
The Decalogue Society, the 
American Association of Jewish 
Lawyers and Jurists, the Arab 
American Bar Association and the 
Advocates Society, Polish-
American Lawyers jointly stand for 
no principle higher than that of the 
rule of law. Mass murder in a house 
of prayer defies both the rule of civil 
law and the rule of divine law.  

Our joint membership, as lawyers 
and judges, urge increased concern 
for the fundamental principle that 

society be ruled by law. At this time we urge and pray that peace, 
love and kindness can be shown and that the actions produced by racial and 
religious bigotry end.  



NEWS FROM OTHER BAR ASSOCIATIONS & POLISH 
GROUPS IS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 

Our members support these groups and these groups support our members in turn. Information in this section 
is strictly informational and is sent as a courtesy for Advocates Society members. The events described below 
is not organized under the auspices of the Advocates Society. 
  

POLISH FILM FESTIVAL  
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